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An interface between the Israeli government and the EU

Encouraging Israeli entities to participate

Representing Israel in the programme committees of the EC

National Contact Point (NCP) for the different themes

Information dissemination

Assistance throughout projects’ submission and management

ISERD aims at maximizing the benefits of 
Israel’s participation in the Framework 
Programmes (FP)

ISERD – Israel Europe R&I 
Directorate

https://www.innovationisrael.org.il/ISERD/


EU's main funding instrument for R&D (since 1984)

Goals:

Strengthen the scientific & technological base of 
European Industry  

Support EU policies and address major Societal Challenge

Create a “European Research Area” (ERA) 

Covering all major scientific and technological disciplines

Targeting the major European industrial sectors

HORIZON 2020 
European Framework Programme



Funding Members of H2020



Meeting the Minimum Requirement



Action Funding* Technology 
Readiness 
Level (TRL)

Main Characteristics

RIA –
Research & 
Innovation 
Action

100%
+ 25%

Low TRL (4-6) Basic and applied research, technology development 
and integration, testing and validation on small-scale 
prototype in laboratory or simulated environment

IA –
Innovation 
Action

70%
+ 25%

High TRL (6-8) Prototyping, testing, demonstrating, piloting, large-
scale product validation and market replication

CSA -
Coordination 
& Support 
Action

100%
+ 25% -

Networking, coordination or support services, policy 
dialogues and mutual learning exercises and studies

* Non profit – always 100%

Types of Action 



TRL 1 – basic principles observed 

TRL 2 – technology concept formulated 

TRL 3 – experimental proof of concept 

TRL 4 – technology validated in lab 

TRL 5 – technology validated in relevant environment*

TRL 6 – technology demonstrated in relevant environment*

TRL 7 – system prototype demonstration in operational environment

TRL 8 – system complete and qualified

TRL 9 – actual system proven in operational environment** 

* Industrially relevant environment in the case of key enabling technologies

** Competitive manufacturing  in the case of key enabling technologies, or in space

Technology Readiness Levels



Proposal 
Preparation 

- Now

Deadline –
Proposal

Submission 
– 01.2021

Proposals 
Evaluation 

– by 
06.2021

ESRs sent 
and 

winners 
announced

Grant 
Agreement 
Preparation 

(GAP) 
phase (~3 
months)

GA signed –
projects start and 

become public 
knowledge– by 

09.2021

~ 8 months

Submission Timeline



*H2020 Dashboard, 23.07.2020

Israeli Results in H2020*

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/dashboard/sense/app/93297a69-09fd-4ef5-889f-b83c4e21d33e/sheet/PbZJnb/state/analysis


“The recovery plan turns the immense challenge we face 
into an opportunity, not only by supporting the recovery 
but also by investing in our future: the European Green 
Deal and digitalization will boost jobs and growth, the 

resilience of our societies and the health of our 
environment.”

- European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen

1 Billion Euro is pledged to ensuring this

Green Deal Mission 



Make the EU climate neutral by 2050

Restore biodiversity and cut pollution

Invest in environmentally-friendly technologies

Support the industry in innovating

Boost the efficient use of resources 

Move to a clean, circular economy

Roll out cleaner, cheaper and healthier forms of transport

Decarbonise the energy sector

Ensure buildings are more energy efficient

Work with international partners to improve global 
environmental standards

Green Deal Goals



Area 9: Strengthening our knowledge in support of the European Green Deal

Area 10: Empowering citizens for the transition towards a climate neutral, sustainable 

Europe

Area 11: International cooperation (focus on cooperation with Africa and the Mediterranean)

European 
Green 
Deal

Area 1: 
Increasing 

Climate 
Ambition: 

Cross sectoral 
challenges 

Area 2: 
Clean, 

affordable 
and secure 

energy

Area 3: 
Industry for 
a clean and 

circular 
economy

Area 4:  
Energy and 

resource 
efficient 
buildingsArea 5: 

Sustainable 
and smart 
mobility

Area 6:  
Farm to 

Fork

Area 7: Eco-
systems and 
Biodiversity

Area 8: 
Zero-

pollution, 
toxic free 

environment

Green Deal Structure



The presentation of draft topics and 
the feedback provided shall in under no 

circumstances bind the European Commission in 
the final formulation of topics for the call. 

The binding call text will be published following the 
formal decision by the European Commission on 

the Funding and tender opportunities portal

Disclaimer

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/


TOPIC: Accelerating the Green 
Transition and Energy Access 
Partnership with Africa

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/research_and_innovation/green_deal/gdc_stakeholder_engagement_topic_11-1_clean_energy_in_africa_and_mediterranean.pdf


Africa-EU Partnership

https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/priorities/africa-eu-partnership_en


Africa-Europe Alliance
External Investment Plan 2017-2020 - State of Play

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/africaeuropealliance_en


Africa-Europe Alliance

EU Budgetary 2014-2020 VS 2021-2027 (proposed) 

Communication on an Africa-Europe 

Sustainable Investments and Jobs Alliance

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/africaeuropealliance_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/files/communication-africa-europe-sustainable-investments-and-jobs-alliance_en


The European Commission’s and the European External 
Action Service's vision of the future EU-Africa partnership 
proposes to work together on five key global trends:

A Partnership for the Green Transition and Energy Access

A Partnership for Digital Transformation

A Partnership for Sustainable Growth and Jobs

A Partnership for Peace, Security and Governance

A Partnership on Migration and Mobility

Africa-EU Partnership

What is the EU proposing?

https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/priorities/africa-eu-partnership_en


Africa-EU Partnership

What is the EU proposing?

https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/priorities/africa-eu-partnership_en


Funding Terms –

IA – Innovation Action (70% funding +25%)

40-million-euro Budget 

5-10 million euro expected for each project

A balanced consortium between European and African 
partners will be considered an asset in the evaluation

Terms and Conditions



SPECIFIC CHALLENGE



Enormous renewable energy potential 

Renewable energy solutions will support Africa in achieving

sustainable development growth 

economic transformation

Africa to address the 

urgency of climate change action

mitigating climate change 

The Challenge



To bring economic, environmental, social, health benefits

To facilitate market uptake and sustained technologies deployment

R&I policies need to be coupled with capacity building and 

appropriate financing solutions

Additional considerations of affordability, suitable distribution 

channels as well as meaningful engagement of civil society.

The goal is -

Existing innovative solutions and technologies need to be adapted and 
tailored to, and demonstrated in, the multi-faceted context of Africa. 



SCOPE



The solutions may address:

renewable energy sources

including solutions for off-grid communities

their integration into existing energy system

energy efficiency

Actions should demonstrate -

Innovative sustainable energy solutions that consider climate 
adaptation and climate mitigation in the African social, economic
and environmental contexts. 



African urbanised and rural contexts

The water-energy-food nexus

Providing sustainable energy access (electricity/cooking) 

Creating improved health, economic wealth and jobs

consider in particular -

International cooperation is encouraged

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/cross-cutting-issues/international-cooperation_en.htm


Design, construct, commission and operate the demonstration 
installation

Tailored value chain approach

local context, local material supply chain(s) and local workforce

Technical, vocational and educational needs of the workforce

Propose relevant training and qualification activities

Define a market strategy and business strategy 

Include a life cycle analysis

Circular economy approach, where relevant

Actions should -



may be used to support the optimal location of some infrastructures

hydro energy

wind energy

solar energy

coastal marine energy

may also support activities to evaluate the human and environmental 
impact of these new energy structures and the loss of biodiversity 
associated with them.

https://www.copernicus.eu/en

Copernicus data and products -

https://www.copernicus.eu/en


participate in and contribute to the EU/AU Partnership on Climate Change 
and Sustainable Energy

in particular through cooperation/collaboration with the project to be 
funded under the topic LC-SC3-JA-5-2020, “Long Term EU-Africa Partnership 
for Research and Innovation actions in the area of renewable energy”

Number of proposals submitted (including proposals transferred from or to 
other calls): 8

Number of inadmissible proposals: 0

Number of ineligible proposals: 3

Number of above-threshold proposals: 1

Total budget requested by above-threshold proposals: 15.000.000.00 €

Actions should also -

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/lc-sc3-ja-5-2020


EXPECTED IMPACT



technologically reliable and economically viable solutions

proven positive environmental, health, climate, social and 
economic impacts of the renewable energy solutions

climate adaptation and climate mitigation potential

strengthening of the joint EU-AU Climate Change and Sustainable 
Energy Partnership efforts, with emphasis of improving the 
visibility of EU Science Diplomacy actions in Africa

Short-Term Expected Impacts



creation of new market opportunities for both European 
and African companies on the African continent

technological uptake on the African continent

acceleration of the achievements of the targets of the 
Paris Agreement for both continents, in line with Europe’s 
Green Deal ambition of climate neutrality, and its 
external dimensions

Medium-Term Expected Impacts



economic growth and job creation, both in the EU and in 
African countries.

Long-Term Expected Impacts

The proposed solutions are expected to evidence 
benefits to contribute to the Sustainable 

Development Goals 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12 and 13







Read and reference 

each word in the call text



Towards a comprehensive Strategy with Africa 

https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/priorities/eu-africa_en

https://ec.europa.eu/research/iscp/index.cfm?pg=africa

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/africaeuropealliance_en

https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/european-

green-deal/call_en

Background information and policy documents 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020JC0004&from=FR
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020JC0004&from=FR
https://ec.europa.eu/research/iscp/index.cfm?pg=africa
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/africaeuropealliance_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/european-green-deal/call_en


Funded Project Example



Africa-EU Innovation Alliance for Water and 
Climate

CORDIS page | AfriAlliance

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/689162
https://www.afrialliance.org/


Africa-EU Innovation Alliance for Water and 
Climate



Africa-EU Innovation Alliance for Water and 
Climate



1. Use your network

2. Use the National Contact Point

3. Register for our Partner Search online form

4. Take part in brokerage events

5. R&I online event – stay tuned

6. Identify the European leading groups in the field: 

Search previously funded projects (CORDIS)

7. Funding and Tenders portal Partner Search page (only 

after publication)

Finding Partners

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdl13KMpYaFiQ15btkCpGLAURDboGflaXOMmPDZYC8CtaFZdw/viewform
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/events/upcoming-events/european-research-and-innovation-days_en
https://cordis.europa.eu/projects/en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/partner-search


Route 37a – Provides 
support to entities from the 
industry to participate in 
H2020 topics. 

Eligible reimbursements of 
75% of up to 40,000 NIS for –
Travel to a PS event, hosting 
potential partners in Israel, 
and the cost of a consultant to 
help write the proposal.

ISERD Aid Fund 

https://innovationisrael.org.il/general_content/3710


“A red team is an independent group that challenges an organization to improve its 
effectiveness by assuming an adversarial role or point of view.”

- Wikipedia

The Red Team service is a national full proposal check -

It is free of charge

It uses expert reviewers of the Innovation Authority (some are also H2020
reviewers)

All reviewers have signed NDA with the Innovation Authority

The identity of the reviewer is classified

The full proposal must be submitted at least a month in advance of the topic 
deadline by 10:00

Red Team



Area 1: Increasing Climate Ambition: Talia Passiar – talia@iserd.org.il

Area 2: Clean, affordable and secure energy; Area 3: Industry for a clean and circular economy 
(topic 2); Area 7: Ecosystems and Biodiversity: Sarit Kimchi - Sarit.Kimchi@iserd.org.il

Area 6:  Farm to Fork; Area 8: Zero-pollution, toxic free environment: Nir Shaked -
Nir.s@iserd.org.il

Area 3: Industry for a clean and circular economy (topic 1); Area 4:  Energy and resource 
efficient buildings; Area 5: Sustainable and smart mobility; Area 11: International cooperation: 
Rachel Loutaty - rachel.l@iserd.org.il

Area 9: Strengthening our knowledge in support of the EGD (topics 2 & 3): Tzlil Ribak  -
Tzlil.ribak@iserd.org.il

Area 9: Strengthening our knowledge in support of the EGD (topic 1): Hagit  Schwimmer -
Hagit.Schwimmer@iserd.org.il

Area 10: Empowering citizens for the transition towards a climate neutral, sustainable Europe: 
Smadar Hirsh - smadar@iserd.org.il

Green Deal general contact persons -

Hagit Schwimmer Hagit.Schwimmer@iserd.org.il & Nir Shaked Nir.s@iserd.org.il

Our Team

mailto:talia@iserd.org.il
mailto:Sarit.Kimchi@iserd.org.il
mailto:Nir.s@iserd.org.il
mailto:rachel.l@iserd.org.il
mailto:Tzlil.ribak@iserd.org.il
mailto:Hagit.Schwimmer@iserd.org.il
mailto:smadar@iserd.org.il
mailto:Hagit.Schwimmer@iserd.org.il
mailto:Nir.s@iserd.org.il


ISERD Leaflet – discover the different topics 
and find the contact point for each

Green Deal website

Green Deal Work Programme

Additional Green Deal Material

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/european-green-deal/call_en


www.iserd.org.il


